
November 28, 2023

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker of the House
U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson:

As you begin to prepare the floor schedule for the remainder of this year, we urge you to 

bring forward bipartisan legislation to address the prevention and treatment of mental 

illnesses. 

An overwhelming number of Americans believe there is a mental health crisis in this country, 
and we continue to see a rise in reports of loneliness, stress, anxiety, depression, thoughts of 
suicide, and drug and alcohol abuse. Now is a critical time for the House to continue our work to 
increase funding for life-saving services, to raise public awareness, and to encourage all those in 
need to seek help.

Last Congress, both chambers worked together to secure significant advancements for mental 
health programs. Passage of H.R.2617, the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023, included 
both $7.5 billion for the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, an 
increase of $970 million above the FY2022 enacted level, and a comprehensive bipartisan 
package of mental health bills to further increase services. Furthermore, passage of S.2938, the 
Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, included close to $2 billion in funding for further investments
in children and school-based mental health services.

Both chambers have shown an effort to work in a bipartisan manner to address our ongoing 
mental health crisis, and it is imperative that we continue to act on this issue. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Grace F. Napolitano

Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.

Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas

Member of Congress



Lloyd Doggett

Member of Congress

Katie Porter

Member of Congress

Troy Carter

Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman

Member of Congress

Marcy Kaptur

Member of Congress

Yadira Caraveo, M.D.

Member of Congress

Seth Moulton

Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda

Member of Congress

Juan Vargas

Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton

Member of Congress
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Raúl M. Grijalva

Member of Congress

André Carson

Member of Congress

Mike Thompson

Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.

Member of Congress

Steve Cohen

Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta

Member of Congress

David J. Trone

Member of Congress

Julia Brownley

Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas

Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer

Member of Congress
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Mark DeSaulnier

Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen

Member of Congress

Barbara Lee

Member of Congress

Susan Wild

Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury

Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa

Member of Congress

Dina Titus

Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee

Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández

Member of Congress
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